
  

 

PAT COLE 
By Victoria Wilbanks 

Pat Cole was born in Salina, Kansas, which is on Hwy 70  in the exact middle of the 
continental United States.   Her parents were not wealthy people and supported the 
family by operating a truckers’ cafe, motel, and gas station, which kept them very 
busy.  Pat is one of twins.  She was almost not delivered at all, except for her aunt’s 
insistence that there was another baby inside her mother.  When they retrieved 
baby Pat, she was being strangled by her brother’s cord and her head was totally 
black from lack of oxygen.  Her brother was breach birthed. 

Pat’s parents soon moved the family to 
California for better opportunities.  Her 
father entered the Marine Corps, and her 
mother bravely mustered up the 
confidence to go out to work, where she 
became very successful due to her 
phenomenal typing skills of 125 wpm, and 
many other great office skills. 

Since her friends were going to college, Pat 
was also determined to find a way to go to 
college.  Her brother had no desire to go, 
but she went to Compton College and 
other institutions, and finally got her four- 
year degree in Sociology, but switched to 
Communication Disorders (Speech 
Language Pathology).  Pat’s college 
journey took her 25 years in all, as she also 
had to work.  Pat made up her mind to become the best she could be while doing 
office work, and managed to earn a coveted professional secretary rating (Certified 
Professional Secretary).  She also met her husband while working for the County of 
Los Angeles.  The couple were married for 25 years.  Although they did not have any 
children, Pat helped raise three girls and a boy from her husband’s prior marriage.  
Sadly, the marriage dissolved when her husband David had a stroke and suddenly 
left the home without explanation immediately after Pat graduated with her 
Master’s Degree.  David died shortly afterwards. 

After the divorce from her husband, Pat purchased a very nice condominium and 
began work with the Glendora Unified School District as a Speech Language 
Pathologist, which she really enjoyed. She worked there, travelling between all the 
schools, until she retired.  Pat is very proud of the fact that even though her college 
journey took her many years, she was finally able to have a lucrative and rewarding 
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   From Delvin’s Desk  

Summer is here, and I hope everyone 
is enjoying the sunshine and warmer 
days.  It seems summer days quickly 
pass, so enjoy it while it lasts as cooler days will be 
here before we know it.  

It’s always exciting to see our staff participate in the 
LeadingAge Conference in Redmond.  Even though 
the conference takes employees away for a few days 
it is very encouraging for staff to mingle and connect 
with other organization’s employees who have the 
same goals of caring for those they serve.  This year 
several employees attended the various training 
sessions.  The key note speaker was Jake French, 
who became paralyzed at the age of 22.  He spoke to 
the group, inspiring and encouraging everyone to 
press on even when days are tough. He had a real life 
story that impressed upon us that although his 
struggles, caused by an accident, could have left him 
bitter, yet he became an example of living life to its 
fullest even in trials.    

At the annual dinner, I was surprised with an 
Outstanding Leadership Award.  My wife Twila,  
and our Board Chair Steve Smucker surprised us all 
by showing up for the awards ceremony. Thanks to 

 

LeadingAge for the recognition and for all the effort 
making the time memorable.          

Being assigned with spiritual care as 
Chaplain at Rock of Ages/Valley 
View has given me increased 
awareness that spiritual care is not 
a one-person task. The opportunities for spiritual 
care by each of us are many and there are various 
perspectives on how we join to build up our faith. 
We must have a firm commitment to the authority 
of Scripture if we are to effectively encourage each 
other.   

We do offer organized spiritual care programs that we 
invite you, both resident and staff, to be part of here 
at Rock of Ages/Valley View.  Sunday Morning 
Services provide opportunity for voluntary 
participation in various ways. We need greeters, 
musicians, facility decorators, bulletin preparers, 
transportation helpers and more. We also offer other 
spiritually-oriented events designed for spiritual 

encouragement and growth.  1 Thessalonians 5:11 
advises us to Comfort yourselves together and edify one 
another. 

Several programs have been implemented but need 
further development, such as Caring Companions 
which is modeled after the No one Dies Alone program. 
We are working on a Grief Support Group where we 
meet to support each other as we grieve our losses.  
There is also the possibility of a choir or some other 
k ind  o f  mus i c  pe r fo rmance  g roup .  
I invite your counsel and suggestions.  

There are many ways one can give spiritual and 
emotional support individually with: visitation, 
Bible reading, prayer, or phone calls. Let’s continue 
to embrace the challenge of involvement with others 
spiritually, What is amazing is how God pours 
blessings into our lives as we share with others.  

Consider with me two aspects of spiritual 
encouragement opportunities: 

 

Mark Nissley 

   Chaplain’s Corner 

Left to right: Memory Care staff: Lizette Ordaz, Clara Botello, and  
Iris Grimaldo. MAIDS: Meri Kincaid and Cindy Caswell 

Left to right: Mike Watson, Lizette Ordaz, Clara Botello, Twila Zook, Meri 
Kincaid, Delvin Zook, Cindy Caswell, and Board Chairman, Steve Smucker 
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Susan Contreras was 
named Employee of the 
Month  for March.   Susan 
has worked as the 
Administrative Assistant 
since December 2016. 
Susan has since left ROA 
to pursue other ministry 
opportunities 

 

Emily Byler & Luis Rojas were named  
Co-employees of the Month for April.  Emily has 
worked at ROA as a M.A.I.D. since July 2017, and 
Luis has been the head chef at ROA since April 
2009. 

 

Yesenia Contreras was 
named Employee of the 
Month for May.  Yesenia 
has worked in Memory Care 
at ROA since March 2007. 

Honoring our Employees career, which afforded her much satisfaction, and a 
comfortable lifestyle.  She prides herself on being a 
role model for young people, especially women, and 
encourages them whenever she can. 

During the busy years of Pat’s life, her mother 
became very sick with cancer.  Care giving became 
very difficult for Pat to handle along with her job.   
She finally moved into her mother’s home and 
secured outside care-giving help, enabling her to 
continue with her career.  She was fortunate to find 
some real “angels” who became great friends to her 
as well.  Pat is a very spiritual person, who believes 
in the power of prayer, and feels that her life has 
been influenced by answered prayer.  She attends 
McCabe Chapel, a United Methodist Church, and 
worked hard with the church congregation in the 
nearby cemetery cleaning the stones for Memorial 
Day.    

Pat’s hobbies include sewing, reading and  
volunteering, and she has always been a dog lover.  
She has traveled to Japan, Mexico, Canada, 
Germany and France and has returned periodically 
to Kansas to see relatives.  At one point she also 
enjoyed singing, but that was squeezed out by 
other activities, such as learning to fly a plane she 
and her husband owned! 

Pat learned about Rock of Ages/Valley View 
through a friend, and decided to take the plunge 
and buy a home here. She has never regretted her 
decision, and feels very happy, safe and secure, after 
having experienced many diverse and unsafe 
neighborhoods during her lifetime. Pat still retains 
her condominium in Covina, California, which is 
being cared for, until the day she decides to sell it.    

Pat still continues her volunteer activities here 
locally.  She is a dedicated CASA (Court Appointed 
Special Advocate) volunteer.  This means that she 
advocates in court for children who do not have 
anyone to advocate for them.  She loves to help 
these children, and when she sees a need, such as a 
child who will probably not receive a birthday gift, 
she makes sure the child receives one.  If you drop 
in on her, you may catch her wrapping gifts for 
children.  The CASA program is very important to 
needy children, and Pat touches many lives through 
the volunteer hours she gives to this program.  It is 
so fortunate that Pat found Rock of Ages/Valley 
View and decided to make it her home, and she 
says she is honored to have such great neighbors. 

(Cole continued from pg one) 

From the Cloverdale Farms reader 
board: 

Enjoy life, it has an expiration date! 

Be yourself...everyone else is taken! 

Being busy is not necessarily being 
productive! 

 

 

Employees of the  Month 
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The saga of the water leak 

Back in March I noticed that there was a drastic 
increase in the amount of water we were running 
through our drinking water system here at Rock of 
Ages.  I informed the maintenance crew about this 
and, we started looking for places where water was 
evident.  We found one place in the village where a 
pipe was leaking, but after that was fixed the water 
usage didn’t decrease much.  Then we started on a 
program to inspect under each village duplex for 
water leaks, which would normally flow out through 
the “low point drain” and not be noticed outside.  No 
problems were found.  Then just last week while 
Jose was 
s t r i n g 
trimming by 
the pump 
house, he 
discovered 
w a t e r 
coming out 
of the big 
rocks on the 
bank above 
the pump 
house.  Delvin took our little tractor down and 
removed rocks so we could see where the water was 
coming from.  By astute detective work, we decided 
the leak must be in the old four-inch pipe that runs 

between the pump house and the lodge.  By shutting 
off the water to that section of pipe overnight we 
learned that the water loss dropped drastically, 
pretty much confirming our suspicions.  So Delvin, 
using the backhoe, dug up the area by the lodge and 
found a serious leak which was repaired by 

eliminating  the 
pump house-to-
lodge pipe and 
connecting  the 
lodge to the 
pipe coming 
from the village.  
I am monitoring 
the water usage 
to see if this has 
f i x e d  t h e 
problem. Usage 
is already much 
less. We will 
still need to 
replace the pipe 
from the pump 
house to the 
lodge as soon as 
we can so we 
will be able to 
isolate areas in 
the village if the need arises.  Kudos to Ismael, Jose 
and Delvin for a job well done. 

Harriet’s Goose 

Harriet LeVee has a Garden Goose.  This goose lives 
in her garden and protects it from various and 
sundry encroachers such as bugs, moles and gophers.  
This goose is very well dressed 
most of the time.  Sometimes, 
however, it is naked...can you 
believe it?  I complained to 
Harriet about allowing a naked 
goose to run about, so she 
immediately remedied the 
situation. The goose now looks 
like this. 

The goose 
was very patriotically dressed for 
Independence Day.   

Before coming to Valley View, 
Harriet lived in Indianapolis  
where, according to her, almost 
every  household  in  her 
neighborhood had a Garden 
Goo s e ,  a nd  d r e s s e d  i t 

appropriately for special occasions.  Maybe we 
should all adopt a Garden Goose! 

Life in the Village 
By Gordon Martin 
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8 am Breakfast 
 Kids Village:  water slide,  bouncy  
  house, fun games, puppet shows  
 and other activities 

 Horse & Wagon Rides 

 RC Aircraft with Candy Bomber-11 am 
 Car Show 

11:30  Second Winds Band 

 Lunch (at a minimal charge) 
2 pm  Jericho Road 

 Gospel Echoes NW 

 Taito Family 

 Bethel  Mountain Band 

 Tim Lovelace 
  

Valley View Retirement Village 
15600 SW Rock of Ages Road 

McMinnville, OR  97128 

      503-472-6212        
www.rockofagesvalleyview.com 

Visit us on Facebook! 

Directions:  Old Sheridan Road to Peavine Road, turn 

left on Youngberg Hill Road, continue to  Rock of Ages 

entrance and concert site. Follow the signs! 

Your donation of canned food 

for local food banks is  

appreciated. 

 

Gospel Echoes NWGospel Echoes NWGospel Echoes NWGospel Echoes NW    

Bethel Mountain BandBethel Mountain BandBethel Mountain BandBethel Mountain Band    

Tim LovelaceTim LovelaceTim LovelaceTim Lovelace    

Concerts and activities are free! 

Jericho RoadJericho RoadJericho RoadJericho Road    

Dry camping  

available 

Taito FamilyTaito FamilyTaito FamilyTaito Family    

Gospel-Bluegrass CONCERTS 

August 11, 2018 
Valley View Air Show 
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Rock of Ages 
Bible Mennonite Fellowship, Inc. dba 

 
  (501-C-3 organization) 

Thank you for considering Rock of 
Ages Endowment 

 in your estate planning!  
Your gift will keep giving and help 
Rock of Ages provide loving care 

for those we serve. 

Call 1-800-280-CARE(2273)  
for additional information 

Rock of Ages Endowment  

 

The first is simply by being present. Attendance is 
participation. Your attendance and willing 
support at events is an effective way to be part of 
Kingdom of God work.  

Secondly, by volunteering to be part of the 
development and facilitation of new or existing 
programs which help enhance the quality of 
other’s spiritual care.  

Look at life with an eternal perspective. Spiritual 
care should be a high priority for everyone. Let’s 
not forget the challenge of Hebrews 10:25, Not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day approaching. 

Let’s focus on helping each other grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. (II 
Peter 3:18a)  

The amazing thing about Spiritual care is that as 
you and I reach out spiritually, we will experience 
new blessing and hope as well.  

 
(Chaplain continued from pg 2) 


