
  

 

Russ and Maggie Olson 
by 

Victoria Wilbanks 
Russ was born in 1930 on his grandfather’s farm near McMinnville where he was 
raised until the family moved to Portland for work due to the depression.  He had 
one brother who was 18 months younger than him.  The family later returned to 
McMinnville, and Russ was able to 
graduate from McMinnville High 
School.  Even in high school, Russ knew 
that he wanted to be a farmer, and had 
many farm related part-time jobs.  After 
graduation, Russ went to college for 
one year, where he studied farm related 
courses. 

Maggie was also born in McMinnville 
in 1930, in a house on Lafayette Avenue.  
Her father worked for Miller 
Mercantile, and she was the youngest 
of four children, two boys and two girls. 
Maggie went to Cook school, which 
was newly built at that time.  Maggie’s 
mother started the hot lunch program 
at Cook, when she proclaimed that 
each child should have a hot bowl of soup each day!  In later years, Maggie met Russ 
in high school, where she asked him to escort her to a Rainbow dance.  He accepted, 
and the romance blossomed!  They both graduated in 1948, and married in 1950.   

After their marriage, Russ and Maggie were blessed to be able to live on a 150 acre 
property, which they eventually purchased as a result of their hard work and 
determination.  After a couple of years they built a new house rather than 
continuing to live in the very old and dilapidated farm house without indoor 
plumbing.  In order to succeed on the farm financially, both Russ and Maggie 
needed to work additional jobs, Russ at Chem Spray for 10 years, and Maggie at US. 
Bank.  However, Maggie became pregnant with their first child, and had to give up 
her job, leaving them financially challenged. Decisions were made to concentrate 
more on the farm, and conditions did gradually improve for them.  They went on to 
have two more children, so now their family was complete with three children, 
Linda, Jeff and Patti.   As the children grew, they worked on the farm with their 
parents, helping to make it a success.  In return, Russ and Maggie made sure that 
the children had an opportunity to go to college and pursue their dreams, which 
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   From Delvin’s Desk  

I’m so impressed with our staff and 
the tremendous work that gets done 
in all of the departments. The leaders 
in each of our departments face obstacles everyday 
that require their attention. Knowing how to 
address issues that come up without becoming 
overwhelmed or discouraged is a huge challenge, 
particularly in the healthcare and long term care 
field.  There is so much that needs to be done. Our 
leaders do a tremendous job passing on compliments 
when their department excels and also know how 
much to address themselves and what to pass on 
when concerns or complaints are received.  
Motivating and encouraging staff is a big part of 
leadership.  I hear lots of pep talks, compliments and 
“a job well done” coming from all our department 
leaders.  Thank you, leaders!  Our support staff also 
go above and beyond in all of the departments.  It’s 
about “we” and “us” when it comes to getting work 
done.  We are a team!    

Some of our team successes this past two or three 
weeks: 

 Nearly 100% occupancy in all of our programs.  

 

We receive many compliments from families and 
doctor’s offices on the care that we give our 
residents, both MAIDS and Memory Care.   

 The maintenance crew did a tremendous job 
keeping 36 volunteers from Pennsylvania busy.  They 
completed many projects, painting inside and out, 

weeding, mowing, repairs, deck building and re-
decking, removing an old concrete walk, helped 
electricians install new lighting, window washing, 
shampooing floors, ministering to the residents by 
visiting, music and playing games. Rock of Ages/
Valley View was so blessed by all their hard work.  

The Bible states in the Book of Job, 
that the Lord spoke to Job through 
a storm. This got me thinking how 
many ways God “speaks” to us.  

Think about it: God spoke to Job out of a 
storm...Balaam with a donkey...Elijah with a 
whisper...Crowds with Peter...Moses using a 
burning bush.  How does He speak to you and I 
today?” 

The question that follows is, how do you know God 
is speaking to you?  

I believe that all of us can “hear” God speaking in 
that still, small voice, or that traumatic event, that 
prompts our spirit. But, how do we know it is God?  

God has given us some “tests” as to how we can 
determine His voice from any others we may hear, 
either real or imagined. These confirmations will 

strengthen our faith and enable us to hear God more 
clearly as we grow in our faith. These “tests” should 
be accompanied by continual prayer. 
 
The first test is the confirmation of God's written 
Word, the Bible. Everything that God says will agree 
with His written Word. He will never tell you to sin 
or go against a teaching in His Word. This simple 
test can clarify many “messages.” We must, however, 
be careful not to read the written Word with any 
preconceived ideas of what it is saying! 
 
The second test is the confirmation of godly counsel. 
God has placed people in our lives to help us to hear 
His voice. These people may include pastors, 
teachers, parents, and godly friends. Yes, these 
people are human and can have their own feelings 
and fears distort their objectivity. However, they can 
be a very valuable source of confirmation when     
you a re  un ce rtai n  of  Go d 's  v oi ce . 

 

Mark Nissley 

   Chaplain’s Corner 

(Chaplain continued pg 4) 
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Honoring our Employees they did, and all became successful in life.  The 
crops grown on the farm were strawberries, pole 
beans, bush beans, sweet corn and grass seed.  In 
1983 Russ had the foresight to plant two varieties 
of Hazelnuts, which, due to the couple’s hard work 
and constant attention, became a very successful 
crop for them. 

Russ and Maggie enjoyed camping and boating,  
and loved  outdoor activities with their children, 
and sometimes with  other children who worked 
for them on the farm.  In fact Russ mentioned that 
after the children worked on the farm, setting 
irrigation etc., he would take them boating on the 
river to cool off.  The couple had many other leisure 
time interests, which included playing cards with 
their card club.  Maggie was active with PTA, and 
was also a 4 H leader.  Russ and Maggie were both 
very active in the United Methodist Church in 
Lafayette.  Russ was on the board and ushered 
every Sunday.  Maggie was active in the UM 
Women's organization, and served in several 
capacities.  She also sang in the choir.  Russ made 
woodworking his primary hobby, and together 
they made many treasures for the grandchildren,  
created by Russ and painted by Maggie, which they 
greatly enjoyed.  Although Maggie is multi-
talented, quilting has always been her main hobby, 
and she loved to make baby quilts and pillow 
quilts.  In addition to all of these talents, they both 
enjoyed raising a garden, and were very good at it.  
Russ loved to add a giant pumpkin to the garden, 
just for fun. 

When the children all left to pursue independent 
lives, Russ and Maggie had an opportunity to travel 
as a couple.  February was a good month for them 
to travel, when farm activities were as slow as they 
were ever going to be.  Their first trip was to 
Pennsylvania to see friends and do some 
sightseeing.  After this trip,  traveling became a 
yearly event for them, always in the slow month of 
February.  In fact, they traveled all over the USA.  
Eventually, after a trip to the east coast, they 
ventured into Canada, and then to Nova Scotia.  In 
later years they had an opportunity to explore 
Hawaii.  They really grew to love Hawaii.  Russ 
especially loved the agriculture he learned about, 
and each year they spent their 3 weeks vacation in 
Hawaii, until Russ’s health forced them to stay 
closer to home.   

(Olson continued from pg one) 

From the Cloverdale Farms reader board: 

To avoid criticism: say nothing, do nothing, 
be nothing 

If you can’t do what you want to do...do what 
you can. 

How do you get off of a non-stop flight? 

c 

Employees of the  Month 

(Olson continued pg 6) 

Ashley Zook was named 
Employee of the Month  for 
March. Ashley has worked 
as the Administrator of the 
TLC Clinic since August 
2018 

 

 

Melissa Ramirez was 
named Employee of  the 
Month  for April.  Melissa 
has workd at Rock of Ages 
as a MAID since October, 
2015 

 

Carla Schrock was 
named Employee of the 
Month for May.   Carla has 
worked at Rock of Ages 
since  August, 2012.  She 
works in the office 
s c h e d u l i n g  e v e n t s , 
bookkeeping, keeping track 
of the calendar and 
HR ...among other things.  

Recently seen on Chinese fortune cookies: 

Deep faith eliminates fear. 

At 20 years of age the will reigns, at 30 the 
wit, at 40 the judgement. (Ed.Note: what about 
the other six decades??) 
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The third test is the confirmation through 
circumstances. Christians can carefully study their 
situation for indications of God's will. Some 
Christians have called this the Gideon method or 
“putting out the fleece.”  If you feel led to use this 
test, come to God with a humble attitude and not a 
spirit of testing Him. Pray for God to reveal His will 
and carefully watch the circumstances                    
t h a t  r e l a t e  t o  t h a t  d e c i s i o n . 
 
It is wise to not use only one of these methods when 
trying to receive confirmation of God's voice. Most 
times a combination of all three methods of 
confirmation is the best way to verify that the 
message you have received is from God. Each method 
is to be combined with prayer. God wants you to 
hear His voice, and He will reveal it to you. 
 
Finally, remember that prayer is a conversation. 
When you ask God to talk to you, be still and listen 
for His voice. If you expect Him to speak and you are 
listening for it, He will speak to you. He will even 
show us how to pray about situations in our lives 
and those we care about. Like Samuel when he heard 
God calling him, we pray “Speak, for Your servant 
hears.” 

What is God showing you today? 

Life in the Village 
By Gordon Martin 

Chaplain continued from pg 2) 

Resident’s Council 

Rock of Ages/Valley View has a new Resident’s 
Council.  The purpose of the Council is to consider  
ideas, suggestions and proposals that might enhance 
the life of residents and work to foster good relations 
between residents and the Rock of Ages 
administrative team.   

The Council currently consists of Gary Binder 
(liaison to administration), Eunice Cramer, Bruce 
Hamilton (vice chairman), Mary Jurhs (secretary), 
Gordon Martin (chairman), Mitch Mason, and 
Vernell Williams. 

The Council has had two monthly meetings, with 
lively discussions about several items of interest.  
The minutes of the Council meetings are posted in 
the Activity Building and the lodge.  One example is 
an emergency evacuation plan the Council wrote 
and presented to the administration.  It would help 
us deal with an emergency that requires immediate 
evacuation. This is being reviewed by the 
administration and will be evaluated by the local 
fire/rescue  department. 

If you have a question or suggestion you think the 
Council needs to discuss, please feel  free to talk to 
one of the members. 

Harriet’s Goose 

Harriet’s Garden Goose has some new duds.  
Recently she was seen very 
patr iot ical ly  d ressed fo r 
Independence Day.   

This goose is very well dressed 
most of the 
time.  Another 
of the Garden 
Goose’s outfits 
w a s  v e r y 
appropriate for a 
garden setting 
w i t h  a 

watermelon theme.  And this little 
number is perfect for a warm 
summer evening. 

 
And when they left they cleaned and re-cleaned their 
quarters, leaving very little cleanup.  We were able 
to visit the McMinnville homeless after several ladies 
baked cookies.  It was a very meaningful evening for 
all.  The church youth group thoroughly enjoyed 
their time in Oregon even getting to the coast a 
couple times.  I’ve already received a request to put 
“Rock of Ages” back on their list to return possibly 
in a couple years!!   

 The kitchen staff did a great job keeping the 
youth well fed with delicious meals. 

 Our office staff have implemented new programs 
and evaluated others. 

 Our TLC Health Clinic continues to grow and 
meet the health needs.       

We are so grateful for ALL our volunteers and paid 
staff and leaders who make our community a 
wonderful place to live and minister to each other. 
You are the BEST! 

(Delvin continued from pg 2) 
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8am Breakfast (at a minimal charge) 
 Kids Village:  water slide,  bouncy  
  house, fun games, puppet shows  
  and other activities 

 Horse & Wagon Rides 

 RC Aircraft with Candy Bomber-11am 

 Car Show 

11:30   Second Winds Band 

 Lunch (at a minimal charge) 
2pm  Gospel Echoes NW 

 Jericho Road 

 Tim Lovelace 

 Bethel  Mountain Band 

 3 Heath Brothers 
  

Valley View Retirement Village 
15600 SW Rock of Ages Road 

McMinnville, OR  97128 

      503-472-6212        
www.rockofagesvalleyview.com 

Visit us on Facebook! 

Directions:  Old Sheridan Road to Peavine Road, turn 

left on Youngberg Hill Road, continue to  Rock of Ages 

entrance and concert site. Follow the signs! 

Your donation of canned food 

for local food banks is  

appreciated. 

Gospel-Bluegrass CONCERTS 

August 10, 2019 
Valley View Air Show 

Gospel Echoes NWGospel Echoes NWGospel Echoes NWGospel Echoes NW    

Bethel Mountain BandBethel Mountain BandBethel Mountain BandBethel Mountain Band    

Tim LovelaceTim LovelaceTim LovelaceTim Lovelace    

Concerts and activities are FREE! 

Jericho RoadJericho RoadJericho RoadJericho Road    

Dry camping  

available 

3 Heath Brothers3 Heath Brothers3 Heath Brothers3 Heath Brothers    
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Rock of Ages 
Bible Mennonite Fellowship, Inc. dba 

 
  (501-C-3 organization) 

Thank you for considering Rock of 
Ages Endowment 

 in your estate planning!  
Your gift will keep giving and help 
Rock of Ages provide loving care 

for those we serve. 

Call 1-800-280-CARE(2273)  
for additional information 

Rock of Ages Endowment  

 

Russ and Maggie both realize they have been 
blessed with full and productive lives, enjoying 
great health along the way.  In addition to their 
three children, they have nine grandchildren and 
seven great grandchildren, plus one step 
grandchild.  They will soon be celebrating their 
70th year of marriage!  Family and spiritual values 
have always taken a major place in the lives of the 
Olson's, and some years ago, as they planned for 
their future, they decided that Rock of Ages/
Valley View was the place for them, and 
purchased a home in readiness for that day.  
Because of their connection with the campus, 
they were able to celebrate their 60th wedding 
anniversary in the chapel soon after it was built, 
an event that will always remain very special to 
them.  Currently they have been living in their 
comfortable, newly decorated home for two years, 
having sold their beloved farm after 67 years.  
They are enjoying life in the Rock of Ages/Valley 
View Community and now have time to reflect on 
the lives of their large family, whose special 
accomplishments they cherish. 
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