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By the time you read this article, Harriet LeVee will have celebrated her 100th 
birthday on April 8th. 

Born into the Vick family in Salem in 1921, Harriet is proud to say that her father 
started the first Ford Garage in Salem. She was born and raised on Garden Road, 
which is now Market Street. Salem 
looked a lot different in those days. She 
attended Englewood School, and later 
went to Oregon State where she became 
certified in secretarial sciences. An 
interesting fact Harriet remembers is 
that in her youth, working in berry 
fields and canneries was sought after 
work for youth. One actually had to go 
on a waiting list to get one of these jobs. 
Harriet said as a teenager she was able 
to work sooner as her father knew one 
of the owners.  

Harriet was able to work a little and use 
her skills, but married her beloved 
Chauncy in 1941, and soon became 
pregnant with her first child, Janice. 
Chauncy entered the Air Force soon 
after the couple were married, and used 
his skills as a sheet metal worker to 
repair military airplanes. Harriet was able to join him when he received further 
training in Los Angeles and Georgia. Then, since World War II was in progress, 
Chauncy was sent to Australia and the Philippines. Janice was two years old when 
he finally returned to Salem. Harriet chose to live with her family in Salem while 
Chauncy was overseas. 

After the family was reunited, Chauncy and Harriet were able to purchase a 40 acre 
farm, where they raised many row crops. They worked very hard, and Harriet found 
herself doing the accounting, working on the farm, and maintaining the home, as 
well as raising children. Joan was born in 1947, followed by David in 1949. Jane, the 
last child, was born, in 1962. During this period of their lives, the couple branched 
out and purchased a small mobile home park, which they operated for three years. 
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However, the people 
who rented their farm 
were unable to keep it 
going.  So, since a buyer 
wanted the mobile 
home park they sold it 
and moved back to the 
farm. They then 
focused all of their 
energy on upgrading 
the farm house which 

allowed them to sell out and purchase a larger 118 
acre farm where they continued to raise row crops. 

The couple finally retired and purchased a lovely 
triple wide manufactured home in “Sun Dial,” a 
manufactured home court in Salem. This suited 
them perfectly, because as snow birds, they spent 
much of their time in California, and their neighbors 
were able to watch their property for them. Their 
hobbies included square dancing, and spending lots 
of time on property they owned on the north fork of 
the Santiam River, where they later added a cabin. 
The family activities centered around this property, 
and many wonderful times were spent there with 
friends and family. Harriet mentioned although the 
property is still owned by the family, the cabin was 
lost in the recent wild fires. When the couple were 
not enjoying their river property, or traveling, 
Harriet loved to grow flowers, and she was a very 
accomplished seamstress. She made a beautiful 
wedding dress for Jane. Chauncy loved to do 
woodworking, was a great reader, and was very 
inventive. The couple belonged to the Baptist 
Church, and had an opportunity to travel with 
church members for a month to the Holy Land. 
Another trip that created fond memories for them 
was a month in the Philippines. In addition to all 
these interesting activities, Chauncy was able to run 
his father-in-law’s walnut farm when the need arose. 
The former walnut farm is now known as Bethel 
Winery. 

Harriet says she had a wonderful 68 years with her 
husband, who lived to the age of 94.  After 
Chauncy's death Joan and David convinced Harriet 
to move to Rock of Ages so they could give her more 
attention. This was a decision Harriet never 
regretted, as she feels so blessed to be in the Rock of 
Ages/Valley View community, and she really does 
have a magnificent view of the Valley. 

(Harriet continued from pg one) 

From the Cloverdale Farms reader board: 

Every day we spend without learning 
something is a day lost. 

From the Readers Digest: 

The three words a parent never wants to hear 
from their child: I googled you. 

When I find myself walking through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I remind myself 
not to trust Google Maps again! 

I can’t believe Zoom gives away their best 
feature—limiting meetings to 40 minutes! 
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Harriet is very 
much loved by her 
f a m i l y ,  w h i c h 
i n c l u d e s  t e n 
grandchildren, and 
s i x t e e n  g r e a t 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  
Two of the families 
live quite close, but 
the other two 
families live in 
Texas and Ohio,   
and visit as often as 
they can. However, 
the children of those families living close adore their 
grandmother, and Harriet showers them with love 
and positive energy in return. 
Joan says of her mother that 
she loves people, and enjoys 
making them laugh. Harriet’s 
goose in her front yard is a 
testament to her good and 
positive  nature.  While 
speaking with Harriet, it is 
hard to remember that she is 
100 years old. She has a lovely 
face with a ruddy complexion, 
and plenty of pretty hair. She 
has no problem participating 
in and keeping up with lively conversations either. 
Harriet is as much an asset to the Rock of Ages/
Valley View Community as the community is to her. 
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The Board of Directors and myself are 
excited to share with you our next 
direction of keeping our Mission fresh and 
expanding to serve this community better while 
providing more options for those we serve. We have 
expanded our program to include another piece of 
property located about seven minutes from Rock of 

Ages’ present location over in Muddy Valley. The 
property is a 60-acre parcel with a 6 bedroom, 4 
bathroom home. The house is known by many in the 
community as the Ann Scott residence. 

You may ask why Rock of Ages would purchase 
such a piece of property.  For a couple years we have 
been looking for property that would accommodate 
a five-resident adult foster care center. Let me 
explain how God opened the door for this to become 
our next venture and expansion of our service to the 
community.  First, a little reflection on the previous 
owners, the late Ann and Phil Scott who nearly 70 
years ago purchased a one-bedroom home at this 
Muddy Valley location. The Scotts had two children 
of their own and Ann became very involved with an 
organization known as Plan Adoption. Phil began 
farming the 60 acres, raising cattle and working at a 
Willamina plywood company. 

Ann was seeing children who were hard to find 
homes for, so they decided to adopt. Already having 
two children, Phil needed to add to the present 
house, and so began the addition of bedrooms.  As 
they adopted more children, more rooms were 
needed, including a larger living room, expanded 
kitchen and more bathrooms. God truly blessed the 
Scott family as they found room for one more child 
needing a home.  If you have an opportunity to read 

)URP�'HOYLQ¶V�'HVN  
the book Room for One More  written by Ann which 
tells their family story in her own words. 

Through the years fifteen children were adopted and 
loved into the family making a total family of 19 
members. What was originally a one-bedroom home 
70 years ago, became a 3,800 square foot home with 
six bedrooms and four bathrooms, a four car garage, 
and a barn. Its hard to imagine the family dynamics 
and all functioning under one roof. One of the 
children stopped by after selling and shared with me 
some of the family life.  This included all children 

having Saturday cleaning duties: cleaning floors, 
laundry, washing windows, and many other tasks. 
Many of the children were of oriental heritage, and 
Ann had a deep appreciation of things that 
reminded her of the Eastern culture including wall 
paper, bamboo plants and other similar things.  

Twila remembers her mother picking up some of the 
children in the Chupp family van and taking them to 
summer Bible School. At least one Rock of Ages 
resident has memories of babysitting some of the 
children. Neighbors stop by and express their deep 
appreciate and friendship with the Scott family. It is 
our intension to carry on the Scott legacy by naming 
the property after the Scott family. 

With a target date for opening the adult foster care 
by fall there is much to be completed prior to the 
opening. The work is moving forward toward 
completion because we are so blessed with many 
folks who want to volunteer to help complete the 
project and by giving financially. In addition to the 
home, we are also moving forward with clearing the 
back property of non-native underbrush and briers. 

(Delvin continued pg 5) 
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nature. First, as a family we have been looking for an 
opportunity to serve as short term volunteers and 
take a break from the hectic schedules of life. 
Secondly, this gives us an opportunity to better 
acquaint ourselves with day to day life at Rock 

of  Ages and to better equip us as we 
pursue starting a volunteer service 
program here. 

Rock of Ages and the Biblical 
Mennonite Alliance have partnered 
together with the goal of providing a 
volunteer service program where 
youth and adults can come and serve 
for 1-2 year terms. Our common goal is 
to be able to provide an even more 
personal and Christ like level of care 
to the residents, as well as giving 
young people an avenue for personal 
growth and the joy and fulfillment of 
serving others. Pray with us that God 
would guide us in this endeavor! 

Our time here has been busy with various work 
projects, maintenance around the VS house, and 
interacting with residents as we are able in the 
current health environment. I was able to “resurrect” 
an older generator and set it up for automatic 
operation; the boys and I tore down 2 old 
greenhouses and are working on rebuilding a bridge 
across a stream. Jan has been busy stocking the 
house with necessary supplies and making it a 
“home”. We’ve also been able to take a day trip along 
the beautiful Oregon coastline. 

Thank you for your interest and support of Rock of 
Ages; it truly is a blessing to the community and we 
hope that a VS program will be a further asset in this 
work. 

  

Tomorrow is a Mystery 
Today is a Gift 

That is why it is called the Present 

Greetings, we are the Lee and Jan Hoover Family 
from southwest Georgia. We are enjoying the 
opportunity to spend a few weeks in April at Rock 
of Ages as a family to serve, and to get to know this 
remarkable organization on a more personal level. 
We are trying to live in the Present and savor each 
day here as the days are seeming to pass so quickly. 
At home, I serve as a bi-vocational pastor of a small 
country church in Cuthbert Georgia with 
employment at a company that sells and services 
backup generator systems.  

Our purpose for being here is somewhat twofold in 

The Hoover Family Introduces Volunteer 
Service to Rock of Ages 

by Lee Hoover 

Lee & Jan Hoover, Avery, Emma, Isaiah,  
Carson and Clay 

Killdeer  (C h a r a dr i u s 
vociferous) are making 
their four-egg nests in 
some poorly chosen 
places this year.  One nest 
was right in the middle of 
a path. 

Our duck population may be increasing before 
long.  Normally all 20 ducks come running whenever 
someone has food to give them.  Recently, only 
about 15 are showing up which leads me to believe 
there are several hens that are setting on nests 
someplace.  Resident Gary Binder and several others 
are trying to do a little population control by eating 
any duck  or goose eggs that are found on campus,  
but I think it may be a lost cause.  And Gertie, the 
resident goose, is missing again.  Last year she came 
back and sat on a nest of eggs that never hatched. 
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There is real anticipation here at Rock of Ages/
Valleyview this spring as our country finds more 
effective treatment, and prevention, of COVID -19, 
thus, diminishing the need for social isolation.  

Here in the village, Spring is always a special time as 
the flowers burst into beautiful multicolored choir 
of praise to our Heavenly Father.  Residents are out 
walking, enjoying a cheery conversation, breathing 
the fresh country air in the safety of a close-knit 
community.  

Easter Sunday was special and although the sun 
was already up, we celebrated with a “Sunrise 
Service” in the beautiful Shiloh Way Chapel.  Once 
again, we “revisited” the life-changing story of the 
empty tomb the women discovered early on the 
morning of Resurrection Day. 

Following the Sunrise Service, we were blessed by 
the lovely, bright sound of a bagpiper walking 
through the village. Our residents remembered 
hearing this last year when we were in the thick of a 
pandemic and felt a real gratefulness to our 
Heavenly Father for His protection through it all.  

Sunday Morning Services at the chapel at 10:30 AM 

continue to bring us together in worship where, 
despite the masks and distancing, we worship our 
Lord with a renewed enjoyment, happy for the 
opportunity to get out, meet others, and listen to 
what God wants us to hear. 

There are many ways, spiritually speaking, that were 
challenging as we began this year. We stayed 
connected via phone calls, Facetime calls and one-on- 
one visits in homes or at the Chaplain’s Office, yet I 
sense a new eagerness to participate in more group 
activities including sing-a-longs, Bible study, Movie 
Nights and more.  

Several recent “Celebration of Life” Services were 
challenging but rewarding, bringing comfort and 
healing to families and friends who needed to say 
goodbye. Through it all we have the knowledge and 
assurance that God is in control. We thank God for 
His eternal reward He has prepared for those who 
love Him.  

Almost a year ago I mentioned that change brings 
rewards as well as challenges, not being remotely 
aware of how change would happen for us 
personally.  Lord willing, as of June 7th, our family 
plans to respond to our sense of God’s call to serve 
with New Horizons Ministry in the Chaplaincy 
Program in Cañon  City, Colorado. It will be difficult 
to say goodbye. I wish you the Lord’s Abundant 
Blessings as you journey on. 

The next-door neighbor, James Reidman, who has 
great equipment for tree and brush removal and path 

building, has already cleared nearly 20 acres of land. 
Plans are to continue that work and to create a 

wildlife conservation area including walking paths 
for the community to enjoy. Also, we want to clear 

brush along the Muddy Creek that 
meanders through the property. The 
exciting thing is that there is already 
evidence of deer, elk, coyote, wild turkey 
and other wildlife that I have personally 
seen. 

If you have an interest in becoming 
involved, whether with ideas, 
volunteering or financial support of this 
exciting project, please let us know. Like 
our other existing programs, our 
intention with this property is to stay 
free of debt so that we can focus on 

meeting the needs of those we serve. 

(Delvin continued  from pg 3) 
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Teal Lewis has been a 
wonderful addition to the 
M.A.I .D.S .  staff .  Her 
compassion is loved by both 
staff and residents. She is 
sweet, full of life and willing 
to step up and help out 
wherever she is needed. Her 
coworkers say she is the 

kindest soul they have ever met. Thank you, Teal, 
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Employees of the  Month 

Did you know that 
Greedy Gus, our largest 
Koi, which weighs about 
six pounds, could be a very 
valuable critter?  Some Koi 
like this are worth 
thousands of dollars, if 
(and this is a big if) they 
have pedigree papers, 
which he doesn’t.  They 

have come out of their winter torpor, so I have 
started feeding them again every morning. 

Spring has come to Rock of Ages with lots of 
plants blooming, bugs hatching, and frogs coming 
out of the mud to eat them.  There are a lot of 
clumps of amphibian eggs in the creek and when 
you walk by certain areas the Red Legged frogs 

9LOODJH�/LIH
By Gordon Martin 

Nakinja Ntasharha came 
to work here at Rock of Ages 
in June of 2018 with her great 
work ethic. She is willing to 
help where she is needed, 
including housekeeping for 
the MAIDS and Memory 
Care.  She also jumps in and 
helps with caregiving when 

asked.  Along with her responsibilities here at Rock 
of Ages, she also has a family of 13, so we’re sure her 
responsibilities never end!  Thank you, Nakinja. 

(Rana aurora) will hop into 
the water. 

The ducks are laying eggs all 
over the place. To keep the 
number down, Gary Binder  
and others have eaten more 
than 50 of them so far, but 
only three goose eggs.  Ask 
Gary how it was.  I met a 

woman near the pond a couple days ago when I had 
an egg in my hand and asked her if she would like to 
have it to eat.  I told her it was fresh, laid that day.  
She looked aghast and asked if you could really eat 
them, “Do they taste like real eggs,” she said.  She 
didn’t want it so it ended up in Gary’s stomach. 

The gardeners have been busy planting and 
starting their babies in the greenhouse, both flowers 
and veggies. 

Our neighbor with the white fences has started 
raising sheep.  This spring she has eight lambs 
which have been gamboling about, hopping right 
through the fence, and coming over to visit us.  They 
are cute so it wouldn’t be so bad but their mommas 

want to follow them,  and they can eat a lot of 
flowers in a short time..  These are Suffolks, the 
lambs are born black and the wool turns white as 
they get older.  Hopefully, their fences will get fixed 
so the sheep will stay home.  Good fences make 
good neighbors. 
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Harriet’s 100th Birthday Party Was a Blast 
 

Harriet had a drive by/walk by birthday party April 
8th.  Lots of people showed up to wish her well.  
Eunice Cramer even showed up on her moto and 
Simon Steele came on his nifty bike.  Her gifts 
included a box of animal crackers and who knows 
what else.  And everyone who gave her a card 
received a gift of two cookies.  The photos speak for 
themselves. 
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Valley View Retirement-M.A.I.D.S. 
15600 SW Rock of Ages Road 

McMinnville, OR  97128 
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Thank you for considering Rock of Ages Endowment 
 in your estate planning!  

Your gift will keep giving and help Rock of Ages  
provide loving care for those we serve. 

Call 1-800-280-CARE(2273)  
for additional information 
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